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Q @ HH Risley@fI@ted - “When a drought has lasted long. The
Rajbanshi woman make two images of Hudumdeo from mud or
cowdung, and carry them away into fields. There they strip
themselves, naked and dance round the image, singing obscene songs,
in the belief that this will cause rain to faill." (The trives and caste of

Bengal, 1891 No. 1.8.)

IS AN WW. Hunter ©FF Statistical Account of Bengal + (1875
Vol x P-378) @ Ttg¥ A=A A Singular relic of old superstition is the
worship of the god called Hudumdeo, the women of a village assemble
together in some distant and solitary place, no male being allowed to
be present at the night, a plantain or a young bamboo is tuck in the
ground, and the woman, throwing off their garments, dance round
the mystic tree, singing old songs and charms. This rite is more
especially performed when there is no rain and the crops are

suffering from drought ."

TEIE G | T BT TNCe T Tl AT A | Gl QO G edqrel
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YAMS GCS & FINAR PICTIR 8 Sexiarzred 2 Seard »F I 1 Dr.
K.P. Biswas @¥ “Folklife and culture of Rangpur (PP.146) 94 fsf«
foTtT=T | - "These rites and also observed by a class of muslim woman,
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these are taken by some to be a worship of the Rain God 'I<°9
whes!'| The dolls are images of the rain God and his consort".
TEMET IO TP QA AT oOIF | T AT AT GATAFTII
2@ Ttz TR S eI |

YIS FGW T3 BIFG® A ©iF The Rajbansis of North Bengal- @
QA8 AN FCTRT - - “It is a special puja. When there is protracted
draught....they make a small image of the rain god with plantain leaf
stuck and instal him on the field. In some places. a plantain tree is
planted. Then the women step off their clothes, untie the hair of the
head allowing the hair to hang freely on the back. Thus completely
under they dance and sing (mostly obscene songs) abusing the rain
god... 1t is general belief that rain invariably falls shortly after the

puja is done."
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